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Unlocking Alaska:
Asserting ownership of State 
submerged lands
Press conference with Governor Mike Dunleavy
April 26, 2022



US Supreme Court rules 
unanimously that 

federal regulations do 
not supersede Alaska’s

ownership and 
management of 

navigable waters in 
ANILCA federal 

conservation system 
units.

STURGEON V. FROST
136 S.  CT.  1061 (2016)
139 S.  CT.  1066 (2019)



LAKE CLARK NATIONAL PARK & PRESERVE
MULCHATNA RIVER,  CHILIKADROTNA RIVER,  
TURQUOISE LAKE,  TWIN LAKES

Courtesy National Park Service



STATE-OWNED NAVIGABLE WATERS
ACKNOWLEDGED FEDERALLY TO DATE



STATE-OWNED NAVIGABLE WATERS
AFTER STATE MANAGEMENT ASSERTION



PROGRESS OF EFFORTS TO CLEAR TITLE

The federal government acknowledges Alaska’s clear title to:
• Only 9 percent of submerged lands under 800,000 miles of 

state-owned navigable rivers
• Only 16 percent of submerged lands under 30 million acres of 

state-owned navigable lakes

In first year of Unlocking Alaska, asserted state ownership of 
additional:

• 8,971 miles of rivers in within NPS areas and the Tongass
National Forest – a 76% increase

• 488,992 acres of lakes within NPS areas and the Tongass
National Forest – a 219% increase

$118,000,000 appropriated to BLM for Alaska Land and Conveyance 
program since 2018

• 1 recordable disclaimer of interest cleared with 7 currently pending



OUR TOOLKIT

Unlocking 
Alaska

Intensify quiet title 
litigation against the 
federal government

Partner with users 
to document 

navigable waters 
usage for strategic 

purposes

Negotiate in good 
faith with federal 

authorities

Educate, energize 
public on State 

efforts and federal 
failures

Increase number of 
RDI applications 

filed with the BLM 

Assert State 
management of 

submerged lands in 
federal areas

Aggressive approach 
in State and federal 

land planning 
initiatives

Release map of 
State-owned 

navigable waters in 
federal areas

Legislatively codify 
State-owned 

navigable waters in 
federal areas



MENDENHALL LAKE AND RIVER
TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST



RESTITUTION PROJECT
CARIBOU CREEK



NATION RIVER
NAVIGABLE WATERWAY IN YUKON CHARLEY PRESERVE
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